THE BUDDHA OF KAMAKURA.
BY THE EDITOR.
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THE ORIGINAL NARA STATUE.
(Reproduced from ^Murakami's History of Japanese Buddhism

)
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and parts even of the face have been restored when
decay made it necessary, so that the present statue no longer repreI'hotographs of this
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statue are very rare, and usually very unsatisfactory, because the
light is poor on account of the shelter which is built closely around
it.
Not without difficulty we have finally procured a photograph
which was taken by Mr. William Nash of Ottawa, Illinois.
An ancient picture of the Nara statue is preserved in Murakami's "History of Japanese Buddhism" (Nippon Bukkyo Shi),
a description of the ancient Japanese fanes, and being inaccessible in

the inclemency of the weather.

effects of time,

we here reproduce the illustration.
The Nara Daibutz is less accessible to visitors than

country

this

kura Buddha, and on account of
not be fully appreciated.
better

known both

at

For

home and

its

the

Kama-

unfavorable surroundings can

this reason the

Kamakura

statue

is

abroad.

famous Kamakura Daibutz exerupon the spectator. It is an extraordinary
and masterful piece of skill and the product of a deeplv religious
mind.
It has a calming effect upon the soul and appears like a
Visitors are agreed that the

cises a peculiar influence

glimpse into the peaceful realm of Nirvana, soothing the sorrows
life, assuaging pain, and
and distractions of our daily

of

*

Daibutz

is

the Japanese

lifting us

above the man\' tribulations

trials.

name

for

Buddha.

